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Parenting Contravention Orders 
What Is A Contravention? 

Contravening a parenting order means disobeying the parenting order. For example if a person: 

• does not comply or makes no effort to comply with the terms of the parenting order; or 

• deliberately prevents or tries to prevent another person who is bound by the order from complying with 

the order; and 

• does not have a reasonable excuse for contravening the order; then they may have breached or 

contravened a court order. 

Most parenting orders have terms about where the children will live and who they will spend time with. Therefore 

a contravention of the orders might occur if a person refuses to deliver or return the child to a person with whom 

the child lives or spends time with. For example, if there are orders for a child to see their grandparents every 

second Sunday and the father refuses to let the child go, then he may be contravening the parenting order. 

 

What Happens If A Parenting Order Has  Been Breached? 

If the Court finds that an order has been breached, depending upon the seriousness of the contravention, the 

Court has the power to make a variety of orders. For example, the Court could make an order for: 

• make up time to compensate for the time that the person missed; 

• a person to attend parenting education programs such as a post separation parenting program; 

• a person to enter into a bond with the Court to do certain things for a period of up to     2 years. This may 

involve attending appointments for counselling, or being of “good behaviour”. Good behaviour could 

include making sure that a person complies with the court orders in the future; 

• a fine to be imposed; 

• imprisonment for up to 12 months; and/or 

• the party who breached the orders to pay the other party’s legal costs. 

 

In addition, the Court can decide to vary or change your original parenting order as part of the contravention 

proceedings. This can be done even if you did not apply for the Court to change the order. Often the first thing 

the Court will do when a breach has been proved is assess whether an order needs to be varied to prevent any 

further problems in the future. 

The most common outcomes in contravention applications are orders for make up time and for the breaching 

party to attend a parenting course, especially the first time a breach of the court orders is found to have taken 

place. 
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Who Is Involved In Contravention Proceedings? 

The person applying for a contravention order is called “the applicant”. Any person that has previously been a 

party to a parenting order is able to apply to the Court. 

The “respondent” to a contravention application is the person alleged to have contravened or breached the 

parenting orders. This will usually be the other parent. 

 

Should I Be Worried About Court Costs? 

The Court is required to consider whether to make an order for the applicant to pay the respondent’s costs in 

the following circumstances: 

• The contravention application is dismissed because the alleged breach could not be proved. 

• A respondent successfully argues that there was “reasonable excuse” for contravening the order. 

• There have been contravention applications made by the applicant in the past which have failed. 

The Court must consider making a costs order against the respondent if it finds that there has been a 

contravention of the orders. 

 

STRESS FREE LEGAL HELP - GOLDMAN & CO LAWYERS PTY LIMITED 

As a leading Australian law firm, we pride ourselves on achieving the highest standards in providing legal services 

for you, without stress and without unnecessary cost 

We welcome your enquiries on:  

• 1300 343 560,  

• legal@goldman-lawyers.com.  

• or via text / tweet/ chat.  

Visit www.goldman-lawyers.com to learn more, request a fee estimate or arrange a first free consultation with 

one of our senior lawyers. 

 

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE 

The information contained here-in is necessary general in nature and not legal, financial or taxation advice and is general information. You 

must seek specific advice in relation to your circumstances and any use reliance or otherwise on this information is prohibited otherwise. 

Please note that until and unless a suitable costs and disclosure retainer agreement is in force and then subject to any conflict checks, we 

are not acting for you in your in your legal matter and we have not provided any specific legal advice to you. This email is not an offer or 

extension of any legal services or variation of any offer made to you until and unless agreed expressly in writing. Goldman & Co. Lawyers Pty 

Limited ABN 41613463175 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under professional standards legislation; Directors and employers who are solicitors are part of the 

scheme. ©2018 Goldman & Co Lawyers Pty Limited. This is general information only and not to be relied on as advice of any legal, taxation or 

financial nature for any purpose whatsoever and shall not be disseminated without the express written consent the copyright owner. 
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